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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
OHIO'S FIRST EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY OPENS AT UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON;
NEW EDUCATION CONCEPT TO BENEFIT INNER-CITY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
DAYTON, Ohio - When the new Dayton Early College Academy welcomes its first class
on Atig. 25, it will be the first early college high school in Ohio and among the first in the nation.
"For the most part, these students will be first-generation college students from low-income
families who are at risk of dropping out of a traditional high school because they're not challenged
enough to stay," said Thomas Lasley, dean of UD's School of Education and Allied Professions.
Nearly 100 ninth-grade students have been accepted into the program, which offers
personalized learning plans and the opportunity to earn up to two years of college credit. The
innovative new high school is part of the Dayton Public School system and temporarily hosted at
the University of Dayton in available spaces throughout campus. It's the only example in the state
of a private, four-year residential university teaming up with an urban school district. Here and
elsewhere in the country, most partnerships are between community colleges and school districts.
"Our students are best served when they have choices that enable them to make the most
of their gifts and talents," said Dayton Public Schools Superintendent Percy Mack. "We are
fortunate to be able to collaborate with a partner as committed to this concept at the University of
Dayton."
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation- with the Carnegie Corp., the Ford Foundation and
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation- wants to establish 70 early college high schools around the nation
in the next five years.
"These new, small schools will help bridge the gap between high school and college, where
we lose too many students," said Tom Vander Ark, executive director of education for the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation. "At these small schools, students will receive the personalized and
accelerated learning they need to ensure a smoother transition to college or the workplace."
KnowledgeWorks Foundation, the state's largest public education philanthropy, is guiding
the development of schools in Ohio.
"KnowledgeWorks Foundation is pleased to support the partnership between the
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University of Dayton and Dayton Public Schools and their early college high school," said Chad P.
Wick, president and CEO ofKnowledgeWorks Foundation. "We believe this high school will
create an environment where both students and teachers can achieve."
UD education majors will serve as mentors, and faculty from the School of Education and
Allied Professions and College of Arts and Sciences are helping design the academy's curriculum.
Planning for the Dayton Early College Academy began with a feasibility study just last fall
and accelerated during the spring and summer months after the project was approved by the
Dayton Public Schools. UD and school officials are working with the Ohio Department of
Education and the Ohio Board of Regents to determine how to cover all the associated program
costs, including tuition, Lasley said.
"The odds have been stacked against this project since day one, but there have been so
many divine interventions. It's been humbling," says Tim Nealon, a veteran Dayton Public Schools
administrator who came out of retirement to serve as principal of the Dayton Early College
Academy. "These parents are looking at us with blind faith. When one woman found out that her
daughter likely would be accepted, she dropped to her knees, outstretched her arms and shouted,
'Thank you, Jesus."'
"I am so impressed with the DECA concept of a personalized learning plan," said Roberta

Weaver, associate dean with the School of Education and Allied Professions. "Every student will
have an educational plan designed abound his or her strengths and interests. High school learning
will take on new meaning."
Jobs For the Future in Boston, the umbrella organization coordinating the early college high
school national effort, is showcasing the Dayton Early College Academy as somewhat of a
blueprint for future schools. In June, a video crew for Jobs for the Future spent three days on
campus interviewing educators and capturing student orientation sessions. The video - to be
shown to policymakers, school administrators, legislators and prospective donors -will "put a
human face" on the initiative, lay out the rationale for early college high schools and "show the
guts of school start-up" by highlighting just one school in the country, according to Lisa Dickinson,
communications manager for Jobs for the Future.
The Dayton Early College Academy is just one initiative UD is launching with local high
schools. The School of Education and Allied Professions is exploring the feasibility of offering
select first-year college courses at Dayton's three Catholic high schools beginning in fall2004.
-30For media interviews, contact Tom Lasley and Tim Nealon, University of Dayton, (937)
229-3557 and (937) 229-5990 or lasley@udayton.edu and timothy.nealon@notes.udayton.edu;
Percy Mack, Dayton Public Schools, (937) 542-3054; Tom Vander Ark, Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, (206) 709-3400; and Chad P. Wick, KnowledgeWorks, (513) 929-1136. See
http:/ /soeap.udayton.edu/echsweb/

tickets for individual performances are $15 each.
To obtain season tickets, call UD Manager of Arts and Cultural Events Barbra Lupp at
(937) 229-2787. To obtain tickets for individual performances, contact the UD Box Office at (937)
229-2545.
-30For media interviews, contact Barbra Lupp at (937) 229-2787 or via e-mail at
barbra.lupp@notes.udayton.edu and Dave Barber at (937) 223-3655 or via e-mail at
dbarber@cityfolk.org. For more on the 2003-2004 Arts Series, log onto
http: I I artsseries. udayton.edu.
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